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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is a response to the amendment filed on 3/26/2004. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Newly submitted claims 51-58 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 

I. claims 44-50 are drawn to a method of fabricating a ferromagnetic plate, 
class 29, and subclass 607. 

II. claims 51-58 are drawn to a method of fabricating a composite plate, class 
29, and subclass 609. 

3. Inventions Group I and II are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as 
claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for 
patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other 
combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination (Group II) as 
claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination (Group I) as claimed 
because the combination (Group II) as claimed does not require processes of stacking 
the strips to form a ferromagnetic plate and forming at least a portion of the magnetic 
resonance scanner magnet frame with the ferromagnetic plate. The subcombination 
has separate utility such as the stacked ferromagnetic plate and forming at least a 
portion of the magnetic resonance scanner magnet frame with the ferromagnetic plate. 
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4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

5. Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 51-58 are withdrawn from consideration 
as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 
821.03. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

6. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Cockings on 5/5/2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIM 

Cancel the newly submitted claims 51-56. 

Re. claim 57: Before the phrase "further comprising" as recited in line 1, change 
"claim 56" to -claim 50--. 
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After the phrase "assembling the" as recited in line 2, change "composite" 
to -ferromagnetic--. 

After the phrase "pole support" as recited in line 2, change "of to -on-. 
After the phrase "resonance" as recited in line 3, change "imaging" to - 
scanner--. 

After the phrase "magnet" as recited in line 3, insert --frame-. 
Re. claim 58: Before the phrase "further comprising" as recited in line 1, change 
"claim 56" to -claim 50-. 

After the phrase "assembling the" as recited in line 2, change "composite" 
to -ferromagnetic-. 

After the phrase "resonance" as recited in line 3, change "imaging" to - 
scanner-. 

After the phrase "magnet" as recited in line 3, insert -frame--. 

7. Claims 44-50, 57 and 58 are allowed. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul D Kim whose telephone number is 703-308-8356. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday between 8:00 AM to 5:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 703-308-1789. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




